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has to be revolutionary in the sense of attacking and demol-
ishing ideas which have ceased to be of value, and also of
establishing the pre-eminence of modern knowledge. The
walls of Jericho awaited the trumpet call of the Angel before
they fell. False beliefs, outmoded thought and purposeless
clinging to ideas from which life has fled long ago, will not
die and vanish of themselves. It requires a trumpet call, an
active process of demolition, which can only be undertaken
by a dynamic intellectual movement.
Such an encyclopaedia will be a great scheme of national
education at the highest level, where the results of the latest
research and the implications of the most revolutionary
modern thought will be made available through the Indian
languages. Modern knowledge has become a vast and almost
unmanageable mass. Further, it is daily increasing and
opening up new avenues. We have to mould this enormous
aggregation of learning, knowledge and thought available in
the modern world to something which can be assimilated by
the common people. In order to enable the common man
to do this, we have to provide him with an apparatus of
criticism of our accepted and traditional beliefs and of our
peculiar institutions. A new and larger content has to be
given to ideas and beliefs which can be interpreted in terms
of modern knowledge. The confluence of speculation and
modern science has produced an intellectual revolution whose
message may, if properly directed, serve to create a common
body of thought and opinion expressed in our terms as the
basis of India's cultural unity.
It may well be asked how, when there are at least 9
major languages in India, a single Indian encyclopaedia is
possible. The scheme I have in mind is like the great proposal
of a co-operative national history for India with which all
leading writers and thinkers in India will be associated as
editors and contributors. It will be in the nature of an over-
all pilot work where all subjects will be treated objectively,
and subjects having an Indian interest will be treated from
an all-India point of view. On scientific subjects, a national
encyclopaedia will be able to get the best authorities to write.
There is a much better chance of authoritative contribu-
tions oa such pfupdy Scientific subjects in a national venture